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H I S T O R Y O F C A N A D A . 

Maine. Montreal was captured and the two commanders joined forces 
some miles above Quebec. On the 31st of December each led an attack on 
that city from different quarters. Both attacks were repulsed; Mont­
gomery was slain and Arnold was wounded. The Americans remained en­
camped to the west of the city during the winter without accomplishing 
anything; in the spring they retreated and shortly afterwards evacuated 
the country. 

The task which devolved on Great Britain in the government of 
her new possession was one demanding an amount of practical wisdom 
which few of her statesmen possessed. The military men at the head 
of affairs in the colony—Murray, Carleton, Haldimand—were men of 

character and intelligence; but the ques­
tions arising between the two races, 
which found themselves face to face in 
Canada, as an English immigration 
began to flow into the country, both 
from the British Isles and from the 
colonies to the south, hardly admitted 
of theoretical treatment. In such 
matters experience and necessity have 
the decisive voice. The Quebec Act, 
which created a nominative Council 
but not a representative Assembly, did 
not satisfy the new-comers. Racial 
antagonism was at the time causing 
friction, and after mature consideration 
and hearing the representatives of 
different parties in the colony, the 
British Government decided on dividing 
the Province of Quebec into the two 

provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and on giving to each a Legis­
lature consisting of two Houses—a nominated Council and an elective 
Assembly. The population of Lower Canada at this time was about 
165,000, and that of Upper Canada not less probably than 15,000. The 
population of the country as a whole had been greatly increased by the 
Loyalist emigration, partly voluntary partly compulsory, from the 
United States. In Lower Canada the exiles found homes chiefly in 
that portion of the province known as the Eastern Townships and in the 
Gasp6 peninsula; and in Upper Canada in the townships fronting on 
the St. Lawrence river around the Bay of Quinte, in the Niagara dis­
trict, and along the Detroit river. This element in the population 
would naturally be of a somewhat conservative cast, but not a few came 
shortly afterwards whose sentiments were of a more republican character. 

I t was not, however, only the Canadian provinces that received 
accessions to population from this source. Considerable bodies of 
Loyalists directed their steps to the provinces of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, and some also to Prince Edward Island. Wherever they 
chose to settle lands were granted to them by the British Government, 
and after a period of struggle with new conditions many began to 
find comfort and prosperity under the flag of their forefathers. These 
provinces all possessed, it should be remarked, what has been called a 


